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by the steady pressure of the High Commis-
sion, for though comparatively few were
actually summoned, none of the disobedient
were sure of safety. But, though custom
often grew into preference for the established
order, the cases were numerous in which there
was a mere submission. Such men felt that
the system fell far short "of their ideal, but
they submitted, for at least it gave them a
position in which they could exercise their
ministry, and the opportunity of working
for a change.

The moment for the change seemed to have
come with the death of Elizabeth. James I.
came to England from that pattern of Pres-
byterian order, the kingdom of Scotland.
Puritans who were yearning for such discipline
in their own land did not dream that the
King was escaping with joy from a system for
which he had conceived a deep repugnance.
He meant to enjoy to the full his constitu-
tional rights in regard to the English Church,
as Henry and Elizabeth had done, and jjis
experience of Scotch ministers with their
oligarchical, rather than democratic, authority
had made him enamoured of episcopacy.
" No bishop, no king," was his maxim from
the first. In their ignorance of all this
the Puritans met him with a great petition.